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he heard from Captain Slitter himself the story of the
discovery of gold by Marshall, the -workman who built the
mill. As Marshall was working in the ditch which was
to carry off the water, be saw some particles of yellow
metal. He picked them up and the thought flashed into
his mind that they were gold. He hurried to Captain
Sutter and showed them to him. Sutter attached little
importance to the discovery and told Marshall to go back
to work and say nothing about it. But he at once sent
the specimens down to Governor Mason. Marshall could
not keep his secret, however, and soon the other men
wanted to gather the gold. Marshall threatened to shoot
them if they did so. Thereupon they went fifteen miles
further down the stream, and they discovered one of the
richest placer mines in the world.

While Sherman was travelling about in the gold country
his soldiers deserted him and all his followers, except the
negro servant, and when he got back to Monterey he found
the same state of demoralization there. Every one was
crazy over gold. But in September, 1848, official news of
the treaty of peace with Mexico reached them, and most
of the soldiers were regularly mustered out In Septem-
ber and October, Sherman, Mason and others made a
second visit to the mines, and during that fall Sherman, Ord
and Warner camped on the bank of the American River,
near Slitter's Fort. Sherman was cook, Ord washed the
dishes and Warner looked after the horses. They soon dis-
missed Ord from his position, however, because he would
only wipe the tin plates with a tuft of grass, while Warner
wanted them thoroughly washed with hot water. So Warner
took to washing the dishes and Ord cared for the horses.

General Persifer F. Smith came out to California in
February, 1849^0 take supreme command, arriving atorses and mules.   On reaching S utter's placeso full that his form, seemed smaller thantest."    So Mr. Ew-
